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•“The Wood Products Council” is 
a Registered Provider with The 
American Institute of Architects 
Continuing Education Systems 
(AIA/CES), Provider #G516.

•Credit(s) earned on completion 
of this course will be reported to 
AIA CES for AIA members. 
Certificates of Completion for 
both AIA members and non-AIA 
members are available upon 
request.

•This course is registered with AIA 
CES for continuing professional 
education. As such, it does not 
include content that may be 
deemed or construed to be an 
approval or endorsement by the 
AIA of any material of construction 
or any method or manner of
handling, using, distributing, or 
dealing in any material or product.

•Questions related to specific 
materials, methods, and services 
will be addressed at the 
conclusion of this presentation.



Learning ObjectivesLearning Objectives

1. Understand outcomes of promoting social change through 
synergistic curriculum and building/campus design

2. Describe the impacts of building systems and resource 
transparency; on student learning

3. Explain the synergies between green building and impacts 
on student learning

4. Define unintended consequences and learning 
opportunities from this project



Course DescriptionCourse Description

Built and opened to students in 2012, Burr and Burton Academy's Mountain Campus is an innovative 
model for place-based environmental education. From campus design and construction to curriculum 
design and execution, all elements of the process have worked to maximize the success of the program 
mission: to be a catalyst for student growth as individuals, members of communities, and citizens of a 
sustainable world. Presenter will discuss design concepts that helped the campus achieve "net zero" 
targets, as well as biophilic design, student experiences monitoring the buildings' energy performance, 
living in and caring for the space, and the ripple effects of student experiences. Planned dialog with 
presenter will bring to life the design, construction and active use process, including initial design goals, 
site evaluation, review of LEED criteria, design process charette, site schedule and assembly of the 
building, occupation, and daily and seasonal changes during the first two years of operation. Exhibits will 
include resource maps showing the distance and local impact of native materials on fabrication and 
architectural detailing, while showcasing advanced building strategies such as off-site fabrication of the 
insulated shell, detailed material recycling and waste stream separation and recycling of all site waste, 
minimal site disturbance during the build phase, renewable energy exploration and implementation. 
Embedded pedagogical aspects of the building will also be highlighted, including declination angles, 
biomorphic-inspired framing, tactile surface installations, local material celebrations, salvaged wood and 
insulation strategies, building reuse examples, and the recycling content of building materials. Data 
gathered by students tracking daily "resources in/resources out" underscores the connection between the 
goals of the program and the building's ongoing significance and positive impact on daily routines. This 
award winning project exemplifies how a school design can benefit both students and education 
professionals. Emphasis on the connections between effective learning environments, innovative green 
design, and the natural environment are at the heart of the educational program and creative process for 
this building.















MC MISSION STATEMENTMC MISSION STATEMENT
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Questions?Questions?

This concludes The 
American Institute of 
Architects Continuing 
Education Systems Course Ben Freeman, Director

bfreeman@burrburton.org

Randall S. Walter, AIA LEED AP
randall@bensonwood.com


