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For Immediate Release

December 12, 2008

Contact: Blair Hamilton, (802) 658-6060, ext. 1024

Efficiency Vermont Offerings Now More Comprehensive,

With New Services to Help Vermonters Reduce Winter Heating Costs
Just in time for winter, Vermonters have another way to become more energy efficient, thanks to expanded programs and incentives offered by Efficiency Vermont. The new offerings target comprehensive home energy efficiency, with a special focus on helping Vermonters reduce home heating costs as the winter heating season gets under way. 

These expanded offerings include, for the first time, financial incentives for efficiency measures that reduce the use of oil, propane, and kerosene heating fuels. These new offerings are:

· Heating System Replacement: Efficiency Vermont will help Vermonters replace older, inefficient oil and propane heating systems with new ENERGY STAR( systems. Efficiency Vermont will pay one-third of the new heating system cost, to a maximum of $2,500 for households with incomes no greater than 120% of median income. Low-interest loans to cover the participant’s share of costs are available, regardless of income, through participating lenders. 
· Comprehensive Home Energy Efficiency Incentives:  Efficiency Vermont is offering expanded assistance to help homeowners install comprehensive home energy efficiency improvements that will provide significant fossil fuel and electric savings through the Home Performance with ENERGY STAR program. Efficiency Vermont will pay one-third of the energy upgrade cost, to a maximum of $2,500, for households with incomes no greater than 120% of median income. Low-interest loans to cover the participant’s share of costs are available, regardless of income, through participating lenders. . 

· Energy Auditor and Installer Training: Efficiency Vermont is offering additional training to increase the number of contractors who can perform comprehensive home energy retrofits in the Home Performance with ENERGY STAR program. The training programs will also improve the knowledge base and quality of comprehensive energy improvement work in Vermont.
Vermonters interested in any of these services and incentives must contact Efficiency Vermont prior to installation to see if their project qualifies.

These expanded programs were recently authorized by the Vermont Legislature, the Department of Public Service, and the Public Service Board for immediate implementation. The programs are designed to help Vermont homes become more energy efficient in the face of the current economic downturn. Funds to support these expanded services come from the auction of Efficiency Vermont’s electricity demand savings in New England’s Forward Capacity Market.

“Even with the recent drop in fuel prices, many Vermonters continue to struggle with home heating costs,” said Efficiency Vermont Director Blair Hamilton. “With these new incentives and loans, Vermont homeowners have the opportunity to make energy improvements that pay for themselves out of energy savings, with little or no up-front investment. This is a great time to make efficiency upgrades. Energy improvements will both reduce household energy bills for years to come, and reduce the impact of future fuel price volatility.”

Although these special incentive offers are currently available only through the end of March, Efficiency Vermont will continue to offer other technical services and financial incentives to assist Vermont homeowners in reducing their energy costs after that date.
For more information, and to determine if you are eligible for any of these new incentives, contact Efficiency Vermont toll-free at (888) 921-5990.

Efficiency Vermont was created by the Vermont Legislature and the Vermont Public Service Board to help all Vermonters reduce energy costs, strengthen the economy, and protect Vermont's environment. Efficiency Vermont is currently operated by Vermont Energy Investment Corporation (VEIC), an independent organization under contract to the Vermont Public Service Board. VEIC is a Vermont-based nonprofit organization founded in 1986. 
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